Disease specificity of antibodies to poly (ADP-ribose); their relationships to anti-DNA antibodies and to disease activity in lupus.
In this study we have measured the level of anti poly (ADP-ribose) antibodies in the sera of a number of patients with SLE and their relatives, patients with a wide variety of other autoimmune and infectious diseases, and a group of normal healthy controls. It was found that these antibodies were not disease specific but were present in nine out of thirteen groups tested in significant numbers. The levels of anti poly (ADP-ribose) antibodies and anti DNA antibodies in SLE patients bled serially were also measured. The level of these antibodies fluctuated in parallel in many of these patients, although the anti poly (ADP-ribose) antibodies reflected disease activity more accurately in some.